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EDITORIAL 
A Back Door To Treason 


Prior to Pearl Harbor, pacifism was a menace 
but its proponents at least had the right to advo- 
eate their position. Today this situation is 
changed. One would think that it would be clear 
to all that an Axis victory will mean the restric- 
tion of vital Christianity, abolition of missions and 
the passing of those precious liberties which go 
with the open Bible. 

However, pacifism is not a dead issue, in- 
explicable as it seems, and even at Montreat this 
past summer there were those who voiced this un- 
scriptural and dangerous teaching. 

“Frankly, we in the Government are puzzled at 
the attitude of some of you church people,” a 
F.B.I. agent said when making inquiry into the 
background and beliefs of missionaries due to ar- 
rive on the liner “Gripsholm.” The Government 
has a right to be puzzled. The Federal Council, 
claiming to speak for American Protestantism, did 
all in its power to sabotage our pre-war efforts at 
preparedness. The Church has been compromised 
by such actions and the loyalty of Christians has 
been called in question. 

That our Government means business was clear 
when the F.B.I. placed an agent on the “Grips- 
holm” for the trip from Rio to New York. This 
agent found certain pacifists holding meetings and 
urging others to join them in their position. When 
the liner arrived in New York these leaders, to 
their surprise and chagrin, were taken immedi- 
ately to Ellis Island for questioning and investi- 
gation. There were no Southern Presbyterians in- 
volved, for the missionaries of our Church have 
not been pacifists. 

However, open and “secret pacifism” are still 
abroad and was in evidence in some of the con- 
ferences at Montreat. Those in charge of these 
programmes are evidently aware of this and it is 
probable that another year will show a change. 

One effect of our official connection with the 
Federal Council is that the Council is now in a 


position to send its representatives to our church 
meetings. The representative at the Woman's 
Conference this summer gave some of the typical 
teachings of this group which has done so much 
to thwart adequate preparation in America. This 
Journal again protests our connection with the 
Federal Council which has contributed so actively 
to our delay in preparing for national defense and 
which is today continuing to seek to dominate the 
thinking and activities of Christian people. There 
is still no evidence that the fundamental principles 
dominating the Federal Council in the past, and 
with which so many of us disagree, are not still 
the guiding policies of that organization. 


Controversy is unfortunate but acquiesence in 
a policy which means church and national ruin is 
worse. Statements, such as were made this sum- 
mer, to the effect that Japan and Germany were 
in some measure justified in their course, should 
not be tolerated. Those of us who have seen the 
“New Order in Asia” and those now suffering 
under the bestiality and brutality of the “New 
Order in Europe” have a right to protest. 


Not only so, but the propaganda, already on 
foot, to minimize the punishment of these crim- 
inal nations after the war, should have no place 
in our Church. In taking this position we feel we 
have the backing of the overwhelming majority 
in our Church. It is the duty of this majority to 
express its will through the proper channels. 

—L. N. B. 


“> os oo 


When traveling alone we may choose the 
shortest and most convenient road, though it be 
somewhat slippery and dangerous, provided we 
are conscious we have prudence enough to gu 
against those dangers. But he must be a merciless 
and unfaithful guide, who, knowing that a num 
ber of weak, thoughtless children would follow m 
his footsteps, should choose a path, safe to him- 
self, but in which it was morally certain the 
greatest part of the followers would stumble and 
fall. —Erskine. 
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Reply To Overture From The Presbyterian Church 
In U. S. Concerning Doctrinal Basis 
Of The Federal Council 


At the meeting of the General Assembly in 
1942, held in Knoxville, Tenn., the following reso- 
lution, introduced by Rev. John R. Richardson, 
D.D., of Alexandria, La., was passed by practically 
a unanimous vote: 

“1, Whereas, the Federal Council affirms that 
one of its aims is to dev-lop interest in the World 
Council; therefore, the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States hereby 
petitions the Federal Council of Churches of Christ 
in America to place itself upon the doctrinal basis 
of a World Council of Churches; to place its secre- 
tarial personnel upon this basis, and to call this 
basis to the attention of each minister, speaking 
under its auspices for its appropriate regard.. 


“2 In accord with her doctrine of the sufficiency 
of Scripture, the Presby*erian Church in the United 
States hereby declares that she does not accept 
any pronouncement of the Federal Council, its 
agencies or secretaries which go beyond the teach- 
ings of the Holy Scriptures as part of the official 
position or testimony of the Church as law or rec- 
ommendations binding the consciences of her mem- 
bers, but only as the opinion of representative 
Christian gentlemen.” 


>. oo 


Submitted By The Advisory Committee To The 
Executive Committee Sept. 18, 1942. 


The Executive Committee of the Federal Coun- 
cil of the Churches of Christ in America, having 
given careful consideration to the resolutions of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. concerning the doctrinal basis of the 
Council, records its understanding of the Council’s 
position as being in full accord with that of the 
World Council of Churches. In the preamble to its 
Constitution the Federal Council avows its faith 
in Jesus Christ as “Divine Lord and Savior,” which 
is an affirmation of the deity of Christ, in keep- 
ing with the historic faith of Christianity. 


Each minister who serves as a secretary of the 
Federal Council has been ordained in accordance 
with the doctrinal standards of one of the Evan- 
gelical Churches which hold membership in the 
Council and is responsible to that denomination 
for his loyalty to its doctrinal standards. The 
Executive Committee of the Council is well assured 
that its secretaries are in full accord with these 
doctrinal standards. 

The Council expects that the utterances of its 
secretaries and of ministers speaking under its 
auspices will not be at variance with its Consti- 
tution. However no secretary of the Council and 
no minister speaking under its auspices can make 
any pronouncement in its behalf. The Executive 
Committee, made up exclusively of representatives 
officially appointed by the denominations, has the 
sole authority to make pronouncements for the 
Council. 

_The Executive Committee of the Council con- 
firms the understanding of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. that the 
Federal Council can formulate “no law or recom- 
mendations” which are “binding upon the con- 
Science” of the ‘members of the constituent 


churches. This is in accord with the Constitution 
of the Council which declares that the Council has 
‘no authority over the constituent bodies,” and 
specifically that it has “no authority to draw up 
a common creed or form of government or of 
worship, or in any way to limit the full autonomy 
of the Christian bodies adhering to it.” 


<i» 
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COMMENT 


While the petition to the Federal Council is 
answered by its Executive Committee, and while 
the action of the Executive Committee does not 
formally place the Council upon the doctrinal basis 
of the World Council, we rejoice that in this answer 
to our petition the Executive Committee of the 
Federal Council has taken a distinct forward step. 
It interprets the Constitution as affirming the 
Deity of Christ, in keeping with the historic faith 
of Christianity. We wish to register our sincere 
appreciation of those who worked to secure this 
forward step and sought to implement it for the 
secretaries and ministers who preach under the 
Council’s auspices. Time will show whether or not 
this fine interpretation of the Constitution has 
been effectively carried down to these ministers. 
We earnestly hope that sermons at variance with 
the Deity of Christ, in keeping with the historic 
faith of Christianity, will no longer be preached 
over the Federal Council’s National Vespers. 

For the rest, we pray for ourselves and for the 
Federal Council a realization of the implications 
of the Deity of Christ in keeping with the historic 
faith of Christianity. The Deity of Christ carries 
the implication that the Church is His body com- 
missioned to preach His Word rather than the 
plans and programs of men. It means that the 
Church is a witness to God manifest in the flesh, 
the one Mediator between God and man. Her 
Gospel is that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto Himself. Her cry is, Behold the Lamb 
of God which taketh away the sin of the world. 
And the preaching of God’s Gospel concerning His 
Son brings praise to the glory of His grace, saves 
precious souls and offers the Christian frame 
for men’s thinking and acting in every sphere of 
life. —Wm.C.R 











Christmas Mailing To 
Soldiers 


Officers of the Army Postal Service urge that 
Christmas packages, cards and letters for men 
overseas be mailed before November 1, 1942. With 
all available cargo space needed for the transport 
of vital military supplies it is urged that Jhrist- 
mas packages be kept to a minimum in size and 
rate. Postal Regulations provide that no packages 
weighing more than 11 pounds and more than 18 
inches long or 42 inches in length and girth may 
be mailed. No more than one package per week 
may be mailed by any one person. The Army 
Postal Service also requests persons not to send 
food or clothing in government packages since sol- 
diers are amply provided with the necessities and 
there is danger that food will be spoiled or dam- 
aged in transit. 
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Hearts That Burn 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker* 


Text: “And they said one to another, Did not 
our heart burn within us, while He talked with 
us by the way, and while He opened to us the 
Scriptures? 

I hope you will not think of this as a sermon 
but as a burden which I wish to share with you 
this morning—a burden for the church, a burden 
for our country, a burden for a sad world, a 
burden of my own heart. It is the burden of the 
need of a real revival—a revival which will quicken 
the church, cleanse our land and sweep to other 
lands. 


We need fire from Heaven today—a fire which 
will change the hearts of men and bring a 
glorious and lasting blessing. Such a revival can 
only come from God but it must begin in burning 
hearts—no luke warm, half-way sort can do what 
must be done. God can do without a great many 
things when He sends a revival but he cannot do 
without burning hearts. He can do without money 
—there was no money at Pentecost. He can do 
without man-made education. He can do without 
organization. But he must have hearts of fire. 

The two disciples in our text felt the beginning 
of that fire as they said one to another, “Did not 
our heart burn within us, while he talked with us 
by the way, and while he opened to us the Scrip- 
tures?” 

Let us find in this Chapter some of the things 
which ought to make our hearts burn: 

I. We have a Book which ought to make our 
hearts burn. It was while he opened the Scriptures 
that their hearts began to burn. 

In this Book we have a picture of the Glorious 
character of God and when we see his portrait as 
painted here we will feel as others have felt—as 
Moses felt when he talked with Him face to face 
on the Mount—dAs Isaiah felt when he saw him 
in the temple and went out to say to his people, 
“Behold your God.” As John felt when he fell at 
his feet as one dead. 

No man can really see God—the God of the 
Bible—and not have his heart set on fire. 

In this Book we have a view of the Pitiable 
condition of mankind. We see man as God sees 
him. We see him as he came from the hand of 
God, made in God’s image. We see him sunk in 
sin and shame. We see him re-born and re-built 
a new creature in Christ Jesus. Surely no one can 
see his fellow men and not have a burning heart. 

In this Book we see the Amazing Plan of Sal- 
vation, so Great Salvation—Great in its concep- 
tion, for none but God could think out such a 
plan. Great in its Execution, for none but God 
could carry out such a plan. Great in its Appli- 
cation, for only God can make it work. Great in 
its rich and full blessings. Great in its Consum- 
mation, when the countless multitude stand before 
the throne and sing the song of Moses and the 
Lamb. 

In this Book we have a description of the 
Glorious Home which God is preparing for those 
who love Him. When I was a student at Davidson 
College I well remember the first time I went 
back home. My heart began to burn weeks before 
the time came. On the train going up to Lynch- 
burg the fire was burning brighter and when I 
walked three miles in the country and looked 
down at my home my heart was full. Mother was 


there! 

Dr. Morrison, our Missionary to Africa, and 
Theodore Roosevelt came back from Africa about 
the same time. One had been hunting big game, 
the other had been hunting for souls. Their wel- 
come was very different. For the one there were 
crowds and cheering and music—for the other no 
special welcome. Dr. Morrison says he felt dis- 
appointed at first and then he said to himself, 
“Perhaps I haven’t gotten home yet’. 


We haven’t gotten home yet, but God has opened 
the door a little piece and what little we see 
makes our hearts burn within us for all we hold 
dear is either there or soon will be there. Oh, 
brethren, who can read such a Book and not 
have a burning heart? 


II. We have a Saviour who will make our hearts 
burn within us if we have fellowship with Him. 
It was while “He opened to them the Scriptures”. 
There are some things about our Saviour which 
will cause these cold hearts to burn: 


There is something about the Babe in Bethlehem 
which causes men’s hearts to burn. All babies 
touch a tender cord but no babe in all the world 
has kindled the minds and thoughts and feelings of 
men like this Babe—the God-man lying in his 
cradle. Artists and poets and musicians have vied 
with each other with brush and pen and voice as 
they worship the newborn King. 

There is something about the Boy in Jerusalem, 
answering and asking questions of the learned 
doctors and saying, in surprise to his mother, 
“Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's 
business”, and then quietly and submissively going 
back to his lowly home. 

There is something about the Carpenter at 
Nazareth with his calloused hands and sweaty 
brow and tired muscles as he bent over his work 
and provided for those whom he loved. 

There is something about the Man in the Wilder- 
ness—the Champion of Human Race, hungry and 
alone, fighting his battle—yes, our battle with 
Satan in gaining the Victory for fallen man. 

There is something about His Teaching—a sim- 
plicity, a freshness, a profoundness, a beauty 
which has kindled the heart of every listener as 
they say “Never man spake like this man”. 

There is something about His Ministry—those 
— helping hands as he went about doing 
good. 

There is something about Gethsemane, as He 
kneeled in prayer and we see His agony, if per- 
chance, we unlike the disciples, are not asleep. 

There is something about the Cross—who can 
stand there with a cold heart? Some years ago 
I heard the Hampton Quartet sing to the student 
body at Davidson. As they sang the beautiful 
spirituals there was some little noise until they 
came to the greatest of them all: 

“Were you there when they crucified my Lord.” 
As this was sung an absolute silence reign 
There is something about the Cross which melts 

the coldest heart. 

There is something about the Empty Tomb 
which sets our hearts on fire. The glory of it. The 
Hope—the Joy of it all as up from the grave He 
arose triumphant over all his foes. 

There is something about what He is doing now 
which touches my heart. He—the risen and glor 
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fied Saviour—is praying for me and preparing 
a place for me! 

And, then, that Glorious Day—the Day when 
He shall come in all the Glory of His Father and 
his own glory and glory of the holy angels. Even 
so Lord Jesus come quickly! 

Yes, we have a Saviour who will make our 
hearts burn, if we walk and talk with the King. 

III. We have a Business which will make our 
hearts burn if we really understand what our busi- 
ness is. “And ye are witnesses of these things’’. 


We are witnesses to the greatest fact of all 
facts—the fact of a living Saviour who walks and 
talks with us. 


We are His Heralds—proclaiming to the world 
the biggest and best news this earth has ever heard 
—the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


We are His Ambassadors—not representing some 
little empire of earth which flourishes today and 
is gone tomorrow, but ambassadors of the King 
of Kings sent to bring about reconciliation and 
peace between a rebellious people and their Sover- 
eign Lord. 


We are builders, not working with stone, or 
brick or steel, but with the lives and destinies of 
living men, erecting a great temple unto the 
Master-builder, Jesus Christ Himself being the 
chief corner stone. 


We are partners in the greatest Work the world 
has ever known, fellow-workers with God in rescu- 
ing lost men and training men and ministering to 
the needs of men. 

We are soldiers in the greatest Army the world 
ever knew, not fighting with carnal weapons or 
armed with material weapons or fighting a doubt- 
ful battle. Our enemies are mighty but we meet 
them in the name of our great Captain. 

It is a business which angels would covet and 
our Master has committed it to our hands. 


IV. We have a Companion who will make our 
hearts burn—one called along side to help. “I 
send the promise of my Father upon you”. 

Christ had spoken seemingly strange words 
when he said “It is expedient for you that I go 
away.” How could it be better for them for him 
to leave them? But they soon found it true. 


When their Master sent out the Seventy, he 

sent them “two by two”. And he is still sending 
us out two by two, but now our Companion is the 
Holy Spirit—God Himself. 
_ He can take the Book and make it a new and 
living and burning book for our souls. He can 
“te us all the beauty and glory of our Risen 
Lord. 

He can set our hearts on fire as He fills with 
power from Heaven. 

He can make our Business so absorbing and so 
successful and so glorious that our hearts will be 
‘wrapped up in our work. 

' He can soften the hardest men in a world of 
stony hearts. 

_ He can cleanse and purify the foulest soul sunk 
1) sin and shame. 

For, He, the Holy Spirit, our Companion, has a 
Power, Power, Power! 

And now, my brethren, I come to the rest of 
my burden,—my own heart. 

With such a Book, such a Saviour, with such 
a Business, with such a Companion, Why, oh, why, 
1s not my work on fire? 

In many of our kitchens today there are two 
pieces of furniture which look somewhat alike. 
Both are usually painted white, both are run by 



















































the electric current, but they are very different 
within. Look in one and there are blocks of ice and 
frost and your hand is chilled. Look in the other 
and there is a red hot plate. I feel often times 
like my heart was like the refrigerator and not 
like the red hot range. 


Dr. Torrey tells the story of a Christian worker 
in Chicago—a man who preached in a Mission in 
the slums. He had great success and souls were 
born anew at almost every meeting. But he had 
one defect—so his friends thought—he seldom, if 
ever, preached without breaking down and crying. 
His friends told him about it and he finally over- 
came his weakness—but souls were no longer 
saved and he went home one night and kneeling 
down beside his bed cried out, “O, God, give me 
back my tears.” 


I feel like changing his prayer just a little. I 
feel like crying out, “O, God, take away our 
money, take away our organizations, and our 
splendid musie and our beautiful buildings and our 
modern equipment, if necessary, take them all, 
but give us back our burning hearts.” 


They tell us that Presbyterians are cold, but 
not all Presbyterians are cold. 


We like to think that Paul was a Presbyterian. 
Listen to what he says: “Night and day with 
tears”. From house to house, night and day, with 
tears. 


We know John Knox was a Presbyterian—Look 
at him on his knees crying out to God; “O, God, 
give me Scotland or else I die.” 

Robert McCheyne was a Presbyterian—Let the 
old sexton tell the story. A visitor to the manse 
where McCheyne lived and church where he 
preached asked the old man to tell him something 
of McCheyne—how he studied and how he 
preached. 


The old sexton took him into the study and 
said, “Now sit down, now put your hands over 
your face, now let the tears fall—that is the way 
my master studied.” They went into the church 
and up into the pulpit. ‘““Lean over, way over, and 
stretch out your hands towards the congregation 
and now let the tears fall—that is the way my 
master preached.” 

Brother Bryan was a Presbyterian. I suppose 
there were some in Birmingham who laughed at 
his eccentricities. But nobody laughed at his heart. 


Come, stand with me beside his dying bed and 
listen to his voice again. “So many people”. “So 
many people”, he murmured. “Are they bothering 
you, father?” said his son, for the crowds had 
been coming from all the city to see the best 
loved man in Birmingham. “Oh, no,” he said, his 
face lighting with a smile, “not that,” “but so 
many people without Christ.” 


Will you not share my burden with me today— 
the burden of an indifferent church, of a lost 
world, of my own heart. 


I am making a life and death plea. I am plead- 
ing for a world gone mad—staggering to and fro 
like a drunken man. I am pleading for a church, 
baffled and perplexed and discouraged. I am 
pleading for the land I love—a land of sin. 

I am pleading for my own soul—and your souls 
today which ought to be on fire. 

Will you not make a covenant with me today 
to pray and pray and pray until somebody’s heart 
begins to burn? O God, give us burning hearts or 
else we die! 


*Mount Mourne, N. C. 
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Twice King 


First—Righteousness — And After That—Peace 
By Rev. Samuel McPheeters Glasgow, D.D. 


“First—King of Righteousness and after that 
also King of Salem, which is King of Peace.” 
(Hebrews 7:2). 


“Peace” is the primary word in the mind of the 
world today. That’s the word with the golden 
glow; the radiant word covered by the dark 
shadows of war in the human _ heart,—hoping, 
waiting, praying, warring, for peace. 


A young pilot officer in the Royal Canadian 
Air Force, now in the combat zone in England, 
was worshipping with us at the family altar some 
months ago. When we arose from our knees, he 
repeated a phrase that had been used in the 
prayer for peace. He seemed to find a deep satis- 
faction in it. In the prayer we had prayed for 
“peace with righteousness.” “That’s what we 
want,” he said, “peace with righteousness.” 


The great Christian forces in this day are not 
beseeching God to be on their side, but are seek- 
ing in humble earnestness to be found on God’s 
side in this global contest. 


“Peace” is the word that constantly knocks at 
the heart-door of humanity today. 


One of the most beautiful names of Jesus, our 
Lord, is—‘Prince of Peace.” The natural result 
of Christ’s presence and reign in human hearts is 
peace. Christianity exalts peace and bids its follow- 
ers work for peace, and, if necessary, fight for 
peace. But we must discriminate. We are not 
thinking of “peace at any price.” Such is a he- 
trayal that only genders strife. Such is only a 
brief cessation that the roots of war may deeper 
grow. God’s Word forbids our crying “peace, 
peace,” when there is no peace. When there is 
no real peace. 


Surface healing, with the infection deep down, 
is more dangerous and deadly because there is an 
apparent cure. 


What kind of a peace do we long to find, bring- 
ing to a conclusion this world chaos, this global 
devastation and conflagration? Not a negotiated 
peace, which only sows the seed of future and 
more terrible wars for our children. And not a 
sentimental peace that blinds its eyes to the stern 
fundamental facts. There must be justice and 
retribution; the moral order of the world must 
be vindicated. If not a negotiated or a sentimental 
peace, then what kind? 


Melchisedec is a type of Christ, one of the most 
beautiful of all the Old Testament types. Our text 
speaks of the “King of Salem,” that is, “the King 
of peace.” But, “King of Salem,” “King of peace;’’ 
is a sequel. Note that the text says “after that” 
“he is King of Salem, which is King of peace.” 
After what? .. . “First, King of righteousness, 
after that King of Salem, which is King of peace.” 


Jeremiah, who dealt fundamentally with prob- 
lems similar to those facing us today, speaks out 
and declares that the Lord will “execute judgment 
and justice in the earth.” And-he further states 
that his essential name whereby he shall be called 
is “the Lord of Righteousness.” 


So we today are looking for a Christian peace, 
A peace that Christ can approve. One that will 
reflect Christ’s character and exalt His Kingship, 
We must remember, therefore, that He is first 
King of righteousness, King of decency, King of 
morality, King of justice, King of honesty, King 
of truth. And that He is King of righteousness 
and equity for all people: for Denmark, for Hol- 
land, for Norway, for Poland, for China—for all 
the oppressed millions of the earth: He is King of 
righteousness. 


As His Kingdom extends over the earth, right- 
eousness fills the hearts of men. Wrongs must be 
righted to have God’s approval and to maintain 
any semblance of finality. God must be put back 
upon the throne of the nations. He must have His 
rightful place among men. He and He alone can 
maintain the moral order of this world. The 
Church of Christ, and His followers everywhere, 
must rest upon and exalt “righteousness” before 
they can build “peace” in man or nation. 


There is much shallow talk about the church 
today. Some who glibly praise it would not know 
whether its services were held last Sunday or not. 
They have not been inside of its doors for many 
months, some for years. They simply use it as an 
argument. Some who criticize it are simply look- 
ing for a victim they can use to prove a point. 


There is a growing tendency today to use God 
and many of the things that belong to His holy 
plans and purposes as a mere gesture. The hands 
that handle these are unholy and unmarked by 
reverence. “He that cometh to God,” that really 
= to God, that cometh acceptably, “must be- 
ieve. 


So, here is the clear call. First, “King of right- 
eousness,” then “King of peace.” It is a peace of 
righteousness that is needed in this wicked and 
torn world of ours. This peace must be calmly and 
deliberately and fearlessly administered and it 
must be sustained among the nations by whatever 
power is necessary to make it as permanent as 
possible. It must seek to negate the possibility of 
another world cataclysm and declare in practical 
and righteous terms its passion; “never again shall 
any nation be allowed to destroy millions of its 
own and of its fellow nations, actuated by pride, 
turning its back upon God, and adopting as its 
religion the deification of man.” 


There are many groups today who are seeking 
to write the peace terms and to sit in at the peace 
table, who have not been invited, and, who, I dare 
say, will not be. There would seem to be elemental 
justice in allowing the men to write the peace, 
who have hazarded their lives to preserve our 
liberty and rights in a world gone mad. Let those 
who win the peace make the peace. They know 
what it has cost and what are the implications of 
its being sustained among men. Clearly God’s 
Word speaks, and I believe with utter finality de- 
clares the principles involved. First “King of 
righteousness, after that King of Salem, which is 
King of Peace.” A righteous peace, a peace that 
God can approve and bless and undergird. 
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“An Evangelist” 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D.* 


The last General Assembly adopted the recom- 
mendations of the Standing Committee on Evan- 
gelism, one of which authorized the Permanent 
Committee on Evangelism to employ an evangelist 
for full-time service in the Assembly, provided a 
man of sufficient qualifications can be found, but 
in the event that no man of sufficient qualifica- 
tions can be found the attention of the churches 
be called to the fact that the Chairman of the Per- 
manent Committee has a list of names of men 
available for assistants in evangelistic meetings. 


The records of the Assembly do not show what 
the committee thought was necessary to make an 
evangelist, and their recommendation clearly im- 
plies that there is not a single minister of the 
Southern General Assembly, and we have 2,487 
men on the roll, who is qualified or at least they 
doubt if such a man can be found. The plan 
adopted to raise the money to employ this man 
was that adopted to raise money for evangelism 
the year before and is generally conceded to have 
been a dismal failure. They have made the pro- 
vision for men to be suggested by the Chairman 
of the Permanent Committee. That seems to imply 
that there are ministers who can be slipped in the 
back door but no one is qualified to be received in 
the front door. Self-respecting men do not relish 
such treatment as that. 


The Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy: “Do the 
work of an _ evangelist.” In Ephesians 4:11-12 
among the permanent gifts that Christ gave His 
Church are “some evangelists; and some, pastors 
and teachers; for the edifying of the body of 
Christ.” Has Christ not given His Church any 
evangelists among 2,487 ministers in our roll? We 
no longer have any prophets and apostles, for 
God’s revelation to man is complete and their 
work is finished and the day of inspiration is over. 
But is the work of the evangelist over? Have we 
outgrown the need of evangelistic work? Will the 
play of Hamlet be a success with Hamlet left out? 
We have held many conferences on evangelism 
with the evangelist left out. Has Christ ceased to 
give evangelists to His Church because they are 
no longer needed? Are we to believe that, when 
perhaps half of the adult population in the Sou- 
thern States cannot give an intelligent answer to 
the question, ““What must I do to be saved?” In 
matters of religion vast multitudes in this so-called 
Christian land “do not know their right hand from 
their left,” and the pastors and teachers, faithful 
and diligent as they are, are not able to reach but 
a small part of them. 


Must the minister be a superman before the As- 
sembly will recognize him at the front door as an 
evangelist? When I was quite young I used to 
think we had some supermen, like Drs. Thornwell, 
Dabney, Hoge and Palmer, but now I don’t know 
any supermen among the pastors and teachers in 
our Church, although there are many faithful and 
efficient men who are carrying on the Lord’s work. 
Are we expecting the Lord to give us another 
Billy Sunday to draw great crowds of people? 
There has been only one man like him in all the 
history of the Church though we have many who 
have tried to imitate him and have failed. The 
Apostle Paul was-an evangelist, whose methods we 


must approve, and whose efforts we must concede 
were successful, and yet we do not read that he 
always attracted great crowds of people. Paul was 
accused of “turning the world upside down,” and 
that was the right and proper thing to do because 
he found the Devil had already turned the world 
wrong side up, and he was only restoring it to its 
right position. But he did not do that by holding 
conferences on evangelism and leaving the evan- 
gelist out, but he found that the preaching of the 
gospel was the power of God unto salvation, unto 


every one that believeth, and he preached it with 
all the zeal and earnestness of his soul. We can 
never find any substitute for the preaching of the 
gospel in the saving of souls. 


There are men in the Southern Presbyterian 
ministry, representative men, free from hobbies 
and sensational methods, men of culture, of rich 
and ripe experience, whom God has honored in 
the conversions of hundreds and thousands of peo- 
ple who will gladly spend and be spent in ad- 
vancing the kingdom of God and giving all their 
time to evangelistic work, preaching the gospel 
that Paul preached to the upbuilding of God’s peo- 
ple in our churches and mission points in our be- 
loved Church. Is the Assembly reluctant to set 
the seal of its approval upon its own representa- 
tive men whom the Lord of the harvest has used 
and is using to save souls and edify His people by 
the preaching of a pure gospel? 


But evangelists who are free from mercenary 
motives need something to live on as well as the 
pastors and teachers. The self-supporting churches 
are able to take care of the evangelist who holds 
a series of services in their churches and ought to 
do it, but many of the most fruitful fields for an 
evangelist are in the small country churches and 
mission points where there are many young peo- 
ple who must be won to Christ before they move 
to town or the chances are they will never be 
saved. But these places cannot or at least will not 
give enough to support an evangelist. 


If the Assembly really wants to do anything 
about this thing besides holding conferences and 
talking, let the Assembly authorize its Permanent 
Committee of able men who know the men of the 
Church to select such men as I have described and 
elect them evangelists for the Assembly. Let them 
look to the self-supporting churches to take care 
of them when preaching in such churches, but let 
the Assembly raise a fund for evangelism and pay 
these evangelists a bonus for every revival meet- 
ing they hold in the mission points and weaker 
churches to supplement what the people pay. But 
there is the problem of raising the money. The 
Southern Presbyterian Church has no difficulty in 
raising thousands of dollars for all sorts of con- 
ferences and promgtional schemes that the Apostle 
Paul never thought of, and if the matter is put to 
our people they will give the money for sane and 
scriptural evangelism. Let us “lengthen our cords 
and strengthen our stakes.” 


*Concord, N. C. 
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The Advance Begins At The Cross 


By R. A. Lapsley, Jr.* 


If the Religious Education Advance is to mean 
what we hope it will mean to our Church, it must 
begin at the Cross. If it is to accomplish its high 
aim, and “reach every person in the community 
with Christian teaching,” it must start with a new 
understanding, a new appreciation, and a new ex- 
perience of Redemption through the sacrificial 
death of the Son of God. If the home is to be made 
holy, and the church vigorous, and the community 
Christian, Christ’s followers must have a new rea- 
lization of the transcendent importance of some- 
thing that took place on a hill called Calvary nine- 
teen hundred years ago. 


The gospel story begins with a Babe in a man- 
ger in Bethlehem. But the highest symbol of the 
Christian religion is not a manger but a cross! The 
gospel message is found in the Bible, the most re- 
markable book in all the world. But the highest 
symbol of the Christian religion is not a book but 
a cross! The gospel revelation leads men to a hea- 
ven of perfect peace and perfect bliss. But the 
highest symbol of the Christian religion is not a 
crown but a cross! The supreme tragedy in the 
Christianity of our day, so efficiently planned, so 
perfectly organized, so educationally sound, is its 
failure to recognize the dynamic power of the 
simple yet sublime fact that Christ died for our 
sins. It is imperative that this new and welcome 
trumpet call, the Religious Education Advance, 
contain this powerful persuasive note, the voice 
that sounds aloud from Calvary. 


“Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war, 
With the cross of Jesus going on before.” 


The great danger in this movement is that this 
fundamental emphasis may be sidetracked by 
things of secondary importance. If we put the su- 
preme emphasis on the glaring defects in our so- 
cial and political and economic structure; if our 
chief concern is for better housing, better food, 
better wages, better health; if our prime interest 
is in men’s bodies rather than their souls; this 
great movement that has in it so much promise 
will be foredoomed to failure. It will be like the 
later novels of H. G. Wells. Some critic said of 
them: ‘These books begin strong, go like fury for 
a third of their course, and then sit down like a 
baked apple.” Movements and men as well as no- 
' vels sometimes sit down like baked apples! 


Christians should be in sympathy with every 
movement to make the world a better place to live 
in. Christians should support wholeheartedly every 
effort to give underprivileged people a chance, to 
abolish economic injustice and racial prejudice 
and international hatreds. But such things will 
only come in a world whose individuals have been 
redeemed from sin by the precious blood of Christ, 
and who have been changed by the supernatural 
power of the Holy Spirit. There is no lasting dy- 
namic for social service outside of the Cross. 


A young woman of brilliant mental endowment, 
an honor graduate of a great university, was giv- 
ing her life in service in a hospital in China. There 
she came in daily contact with disease and dirt and 
sin in their most repulsive forms. A friend could 
not understand how a person of refinement could 
be content to spend her life amid such degrada- 
tion and squalor. She said to her: “You must have 


a wonderful passion for humanity to spend your 
life in such surroundings!’ And the young woman 
answered: “Passion for humanity! It wouldn’t keep 
me here a day! I am here because of one ‘Who 
loved me, and gave Himself for me!’ ” 

Sunday School teachers should recognize the 
inseparable connection between justification and 
sanctification, faith and works, creed and life. Sup- 
pose you were asked, “What is the greatest verse 
on the atonement in the Bible?” Many would an- 
swer at once, “I. Peter 2:24.” That is indeed a 
wonderful statement of what Christ did for us on 
the cross, ‘“‘Who his own self bare our sins in his 
own body on the tree.” But how often we quote 
the first part of this verse and forget the last part! 
And how tremendously important the last part is! 
“That we, being dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness.” If we are truly Chritians, if we 
have been truly saved from our sins through the 
mysterious and yet wonderful event that took place 
at the cross, we shall live clean and unselfish and 
useful lives. 

The same close and vital connection between 
the Cross and Christian living is seen in many of 
our hymns. Suppose you were asked to name the 
greatest of all the great hymns of the Cross! Many 
would say: 


“When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died.” 


But don’t forget the last part of the stanza! We 
are prone to do that! 


“My richest gain I count but loss, — 
And pour contempt on all my pride.” 


And don’t forget the last stanza. It’s a most com- 
pelling expression of the constraining power of 
the Cross. 


“Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present for too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 


Those who planned the Religious Education Ad- 
vance for our Church desire to magnify the Cross 
and its saving message. The Advance is described 
as an effort to “reach every person with Christian 
teaching.”” And the heart of “Christian teaching” 
is the Cross. The purpose of the Advance is de- 
fined “To confront every person outside the 
church with Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour.” 
One of the ultimate objectives is “reaching more 
people for commitment to Christ and membership 
in the church.” Plans for doing this include “mak- 
ing a list of those to be reached; personal effort 
by pastor, officers, teachers, parents, and others; 
communicants’ class, special services, and personal 
workers’ class.” All these are ways by which peo- 
ple who are not Christians are brought to the foot 
of the Cross. 

It is ours to see that these plans are carried out 
and these objectives reached in the local church. 
In our individual church the advance must begin 
at the Cross. We can as Sunday School teachers 
do nothing more worthwhile than to help the chil- 
dren, the young people and the grown people in 
our classes to understand the divine purpose 10 
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the Cross. For at this point every genuine Chris- 
tian experience must begin. 

Years ago Sherwood Eddy, at the first meeting 
of the laymen of the Northern Methodist Church 
in New York City, made a memorable statement. 
Speaking of the great need of the heathen world 
he said: “I would not go across the street to give 
India a new theology, India already has too much 
theology; I would not go across the street to give 
Japan a new religion, Japan already has too many 
religions; I would not go across the street to give 
China a new code of ethics, China has today a far 
higher ethical code than ethical life. But I would 
go round the world again and again to tell India 
and China and Japan that 


“‘There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins; 
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains.’ ”’ 


These words should strike a responsive chord in 
our hearts. We wouldn’t cross the street to in- 
terest and amuse our neighbor’s children, a nurse- 
maid could do that better; we wouldn’t cross the 
street to train our neighbor’s children in good 
manners, that is the business of their parents and 
Emily Post; we wouldn’t cross the street to edu- 
cate our neighbor’s children in literature and mu- 
sic and art, the day school can do that far better. 
But we will pray and work and sacrifice that every 
child and youth and adult within reach of our 
churches may know in its wonderfulness that “God 
so loved the world that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life!’ That is the high purpose of our Southern 
Presbyterian Religious Advance. It should have 
our loyal allegiance and our enthusiastic support. 
—— —The Earnest Worker. 

*Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Roa- 
noke, Va. 





Giants And Grasshoppers 
By Rev. M. E. Melvin, D.D. 


Possession of the Land of Promise was once de- 
nied Israel because a majority of the investigating 
committee magnified their difficulties and mini- 
mized their God. “The inhabitants of the land are 
as giants and we are as grasshoppers.” Faith and 


courage were both lacking in spite of God’s order 
to advance. 


Time moves on. Human nature changes little. 
Today our Church faces a veritable Land of Pro- 
mise. The call to advance is loud and clear. But 
the giants! “Untimely.” “Difficulties too great.” 
The cost.” Not since Adam has unconsecrated 
human nature been ready to respond to a call from 
God to move out and on. 


In all the history of our Church we have never 
aced an opportunity such as we have today. Into 
whatever State we turn there are many communi- 
ties swarming with newcomers, unreached, un- 
churched, unsettled. Church buildings and chapels 
are needed. Baltimore, Washington, Birmingham, 
Corpus Christi, Fort Worth, Houston, Kansas City, 
Kanawha Valley of West Virginia, Norfolk, Ports- 
mouth, Oklahoma City, Savannah, are a few areas 
mentioned only to illustrate. 


Permanent industrial plants involving millions 
of dollars of investment are drawing skilled and 
technical workers from all over the Nation. Local 
churches, Presbyteries and even Synods are un- 








able to take advantage of these opportunities. It 
must be a denominational advance! © 

This vision so stirred the General Assembly that 
a campaign for $250,000.00 per year for five years 
was authorized for a Home Mission Denominational 
Advance. To this must be added $70,000.00, the 
usual Home Mission Week Offering the Church 
gives for the sustaining work of Assembly’s Home 
Missions. 

Are there not fifty individuals in our Church 
each of whom will give $2,500.00 for a Chapel in 
one of these promising sections? Are there not 
2,500 individuals each of whom will give $100.00 
towards the Home Mission Emergency Fund? 

Method! Cash or pledges payable in thirty days. 
The Annual Home Mission Season: October 4 to 
November 8. “This is the Home Mission Hour!” 

. 2 


The Evening Service 
By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


Discerning Christians are awakening to the im- 
portance of the evening worship on the Lord’s 
Day. The secretary of a committee appointed to 
nominate. a pastor for one of our most strategic 
congregations recently remarked that he did not 
think he could recommend any minister who was 
not having evening services in his present field. 


This article is a tribute to a bonny, big-hearted 
Nova Scotian who came to Montgomery, Ala., 
seventeen years ago this month with a determina- 
tion to worship God at the time of the evening as 
well as of the morning sacrifice. Dr. Donald C. 
Macguire decided that an up-town church had an 
obligation to the city, to the travelling men, and 
to the soldiers, as well as its own congregation. 


Therefore, the doors of the Church were kept 
open and the preacher continued to preach whe- 
ther the benches were occupied or not. Perhaps 
preaching to wooden benches at times made a 
wooden note creep into the preaching, but a stal- 
wart heart refused to give up. How long does it 
take to build up a night congregation? In this 
case about fifteen years. About two years ago the 
tide turned. The evening congregations began to 
increase and this year the increase continued even 
through the summer months. Indeed, the summer 
was still hot in Montgomery when I visited the 
Church the middle of September and that day the 
evening congregation in this down-town congre- 
gation could compare with the morning congrega- 
tion in a larger church in the residential section. 
The number of young people and children was im- 
pressive, the young people were there to sing and 
lead others in singing a goodly number of the 
hymns of the Church. There seemed no effort to 
cramp the service into a short period. Indeed, 
after the benediction these same young people 
gathered in the lecture room with one of their 
loved leaders at the piano for a songfest. In the 
Church it was the Church Hymnal, here it was 
the Premier Hymnal, with a verse from every kind 
of hymn in that book. Every boy or girl, young 
person or soldier had his favorite and each was 
sung. Finally the doors of the adjoining classroom 
were opened and from God Bless America we went 
to enjoy a cool glass of grape-juice and a cookie. 

There are some great reasons for evening wor- 
ship. The first is the worship of the ever blessed 
God, the praise of the glory of His grace. “Be- 
hold, bless ye the Lord, all ye servants of the 
Lord, which by night stand in the house of the 
Lord.” 

It is not easy to preach to a small congregation, 
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but even a handful of people can worship the 
Lord. I attended a service at Notre Dame when 
hardly more than a score were worshipping. Let 
us not forget the fact of objective worship. The 
evening service is another opportunity to tell the 
old, old story of Jesus and His love. 
: The observance of evening worship maintains 
the sanctity of the Sabbath. When the last wor- 
ship service closes at 12:00 o’clock it is not long 
before the city is crying for afternoon and even- 
ing movies, Sunday baseball, “‘hell-drivers,” and 
what-not. Stop the final service at noon and ere 
long the people want it a bit earlier in order to 
get to the baseball game or the golf course. On the 
Continent the services now begin at 9:00 or 10:00 


— 


o’clock on Sunday morning, and that is slipping 
back toward early morning mass and the whole 
of the Lord’s Day turned into a holiday. Keep 
the church doors open as a testimony to the sanc- 
tity of the Sabbath. 

Again such a service of worship and song as 
was enjoyed in the First Church of Montgomery 
keeps the young people of the Church occupied 
until bedtime on the Lord’s Day. It cultivates their 
love for the Church. Further, the evening service 
is an additional time to gather and uphold the 
hands of the man of God as he prays for our sgol- 
diers and sailors and marines who jeopardize their 
lives on the high places of earth’s battefields. 





With Our Chaplains 


Camp Wolters, Tex.—Lt. Col. Cecil H. Lang, 
silver-haired and genial Presbyterian camp chap- 
lain, can hold his own when “the boys’ start 
swapping yarns after the war. 


Chaplain Lang has all the cares and details at- 
tendant to his position as supervisor of religious 
activity at this huge infantry replacement train- 
ing center. He directs a corps of fourteen chap- 
lains of all faiths who minister directly to the sol- 
dier’s spiritual needs and acts as a father, mother, 
father-confessor, advisor, information bureau, dip- 
— or what have you, for any man who needs 

elp. 

Out of these activities has developed a system 
of informing parents of each new soldier’s arrival 
for training. Starting with the camp’s second cycle 
in 1941, the chaplain had cards printed which dis- 
closed that ‘Pvt. Johnny Jones” had arrived, was 
well, and had been invited to attend church every 
Sunday. 

Each man was handed one with instructions to 
fill out. They were returned and mailed homeward 
immediately. That’s where our story starts: 

Or rather, it starts at 2:00 o’clock one August 
morning. Chaplain Lang was sleeping peacefully. 
The telephone rang. 

A weeping feminine voice on the other end of 
the line had received the card as planned, but she, 
the mother of a soldier here, had mis-read it in 
her eagerness. All that caught her eye was the 
“War Department” return address. She just knew 
her son was ill and had been trying for five hours 
to get a call through from her Ohio home to 
check. 

“When I explained what the message was, that 
was a very happy woman,” laughed Chaplain 
Lang. 

Another one rebounded quite unexpectedly. A 
new soldier had listed his wife’s name under “pa- 
rents.”’ That irate lady wrote back: “Sir, I’ll have 
you know I am not Private Blank’s mother. I’ve 
been married to him for almost a year.” 

“That one took real diplomacy,” remarked the 
chaplain. 

Then there was the wife who hadn’t heard from 
her husband in several years. She received her 
card and wrote: “Thank you very much for tell- 
ing me the rascal’s location. I’m coming down!” 

But all is not on the comic side. One father from 
Oklahoma had contact with his son re-established 
for the first time in eight years through the me- 
dium of the card; another family had the first 
news of their son for the first time in five years 
through it. 


CHURCH NEWS 
Synod Of Appalachia 


At a called meeting of the Board of Trustees 
of King College held during the recent session of 
the Synod of Appalachia, President Thomas P., 
Johnston offered his resignation, in order that he 
might accept the call of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Kingsport, Tennessee. The resignation 
was accepted with regret to be effective as of 
November 1, 1942. A committee of the Board of 
Trustees was appointed to nominate a successor to 
President Johnston. Dr. Johnston was _ elected 
president on August 13, 1935 and has served con- 
tinuously since. Prior to his election he was 
pastor at Kingsport for eleven years and the 
present call will mark the beginning of a second 
pastorate. Dr. Johnston succeeds Dr. Wm. H. Me- 
Corkle who resigned Sept. 1, 1942 to accept a 
chaplaincy in the Navy. 


A Soldier Prays 


O God of all who need Thee and reach out for 
Thy hand, 

I’m not expert at praying, but Thou dost under- 
stand; 

— days of “Now I lay me” beside my mother’s 
nee 

I’ve known that Thou wast there, Lord, when I 
have called to Thee. 

= as I prayed in childhood before I went to 
sleep 

I ask Thee now in manhood, ask Thee “my soul 
to keep”; 

I also pray for courage, dear God, I need it so. 

For faithfulness in duty wherever I may go. 

In every encounter help me to do the right, 

In marching, or in waiting, or in an actual fight. 

Deliver me from hatred of any human kind 

And keep my heart full, steady and clean and 
clear my mind. 

Bless those I’ve left behind me, my dearest one, 
and dear, 

And as I name them over, God keep them free 
from fear. 

“If I should die tonight,” Lord, I pray “my soul 
to take,” 

— my life, thus given, be counted for Thy 
sake. 

As hae my childhood’s praying, now once again, as 
then, 

I ask in Jesus’ name, O God, and then I say: Amen. 

—tLa Prairie Church Bulletin. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 
THE EVERPRESENT TASK OF EVANGELISM 
November Auxiliary Program 


Evangelism is “preaching or promulgating of 
the Gospel”. We Christian women have the blessed 
privilege of promulgating the Gospel through many 
avenues. Are we prayerfully alert and are we 
willing to make the sacrifices which these new 
ventures call for? 

Our Southland is now being over-run by families 
drawn into our midst because of war work and 
other unusual industrial developments. We, who 
are Christians, face a serious responsibility if not 
a definite menace in relation to the influences they 
will find as they become our neighbors. 

In reference to our spiritual responsibility we 
must first consider their salvation. We should 
eagerly share the Best we have with them and 
the Best in a Christian’s life is Christ. Acceptance 
of Him is their assurance for a blessed eternity. 


Then as to the menace which they offer we 
have to realize that in these tragic days it is Christ 
or Chaos for our beloved country. Christ said 
almost two thousand years ago, “And I, if I be 
lifted up will draw all men unto me.” 

The question then comes to us as to how we 
ean help in giving the Gospel to those in our own 
midst who have not yet received it. We have 
stressed the wonderful opportunity that is offered 
us through the Out Post Sunday Schools. Many 
of us have experienced the joy of teaching in 
these, but in proportion to the great number 
around us who are not affiliated with any church, 
we have been able to reach so few. Let us continue 
to work through these Out Posts and start new 
ones, but there is another avenue for reaching 
larger numbers with the Gospel, and that is through 
teaching the Bible in our Public Schools. 


We hear many things about this ever increasing 
number which has come to live among us. We 
know they are coming in family units and many 
of them are not seeking any Church Home but 
they are sending their children to our public 
schools. 

A teacher of Bible in a large Junior High School 
recently said that in a survey taken this fall they 
found 70% of the students there were not attend- 
ing any Sunday School. What a challenge! What 
an opportunity! We can partially meet both the 
challenge and the opportunity by using our in- 
fluence in having the Bible taught in all of our 
schools; by making material contribution toward 
it, for this work must look to the Church for its 
support; and by praying for the success of it and 
being ready at all times to be used in the different 
phases of it. When we do these things we will have 
the great joy of sharing the harvest—for fruits 
there will be. 

The following experiences are true testimonies 
of Godly women who have been teaching Bible in 
the Public Schools for ten years. There are hun- 
dreds of others just as thrilling. There was a boy 
in a certain high school who was taking Bible. He 
was not attending any church and was not a Chris- 
tian. His father, mother and brother were not 


attending any church, nor were they Christians. 


After a few weeks the teacher realized that this 
boy was beginning to show real interest, so she 





sought him out after school hours and gave him 
the simple plan of salvation. He accepted Christ 
that day. At the beginning of the second semester 
he told her, “My brother is going to take Bible 
this semester and I want you to talk to him as 
you did me.” She urged him to try to lead his own 
brother to Christ as Andrew did, but he told her 
he had tried and did not seem to be able to show 
him. Of course this teacher, after having the sec- 
ond boy in her class for some weeks, made an 
opportunity to talk to him and in a little while he 
made an outright confession. Then one morning 
a few days before Easter these two boys came to 
her desk before school and told her that they 
and their mother were going to join the Church 


Easter Sunday. They are praying now for the 
father. 


Here’s an experience with a problem boy, for 
he had proven a problem both at home and school. 
He was a Senior in High School, but had more 
detention hours than any one there. His mother 
was distressed but had not been able to do any- 
thing to correct it. He came into the Bible class 
at the beginning of the first semester of his senior 
year. There was no interest shown and he failed, 
but he took Bible again the second semester. 
The teacher noticed that he was giving thoughtful 
attention during class and was now preparing his 
lessons. This was her que, so she sought him out 
after school and talked very personally with him 
and left with him a tract which gave the plan of 
salvation. Just a week later this overgrown boy 
came to her and said, “I did something last night 
that I thought you’d like to know. I accepted Christ 
and joined the Church.” A few days later, to the 
surprise of the teacher, this boy arose in the Bible 
class and said, “I’ve been praying and I hope you 
all will see a big change in me”. They did. Later 
in the year he was chosen with three others to go 
before the Minister’s Association and speak on 
“The Bible in the Public Schools’. He told them 
in his own words of his conversion and experience 
and one minister said afterwards that the entire 
body was electrified by this boyish testimony. He 
has been in business for three years now and he’s 
a happy faithful Christian, giving satisfaction to 
his employer. 

Another young fellow in his Junior High days 
told the Bible teacher one morning that he had 
memorized the fifty-four verses of Scripture and 
was able to tell where each verse was to be found. 
In this school, whenever a student accomplished 
this memory work he is invited to give it at 
Chapel. The boy seemed to get a great pleasure 
in doing this. He finished Junior High and the 
teacher lost sight of him. One day not long ago 
she met him on the street and he called to her, 
“I still know my fifty-four verses”. Several- weeks 
later in passing a store window she saw a placard 
with these words on it “Missing in Action”. Then 
the name of this boy who had entered the navy. 
She stopped right there and thanked God that she 
knew His Word was in this boy’s heart, and claimed 


ee promise that it would not return unto Him 
void. 
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The Bible-A Christian And War 


By Tom Glasgow* 


This vital subject has searched many earnest 
hearts. Many good men differ in the conclusion 
reached. Approached in the field of logic, if we 
concede the right of physical resistance to protect 
our homes and loved ones from the intruding 
marauder, there seems no escape to the propriety 
of a Christian taking part in a defensive war to 
protect native land and all that men rightly hold 
dear. If we resist an intruding and dangerous 
marauder, a police force to protect the community 
at large from such is certainly right and proper. If 
a police force, then a State Militia to disperse 
marauders on a wider scale such as riots and the 
like. If a State Militia, then a National Army to 
protect from International marauders and wrong 
doers. Conceding the private right to protect our 
homes with physical force, there seems no escape 
from each successive step here stated. Nor do our 
economic sins or shortcomings bar the validity of 
this reasoning. Where human people are involved, 
we find no absolute perfection or total abstinence 
from all direct or indirect responsibility from social 
and economic inequalities. 


The question here is Law and Order versus 
Lawlessness—on a small or on an International 
scale. The principle would seem inescapably the 
same. Whether Law and Order can best survive 
by carrying the attack to the gangster’s hide-out 
(or across the seas) or wait until he invades our 
homes (or country) is a matter of judgment—not 
principle. Whether it is necessary that in doing so 
a policeman (or soldier) should risk and perchance 
actually lose his life is again a matter of judgment 
—not principle. If the marauder “should be 
stopped,” then what it takes to stop him is for 
those charged with that responsibility to decide— 
you and me in our homes, the Commander-in-Chief 
with the Army. 


When a mother dies protecting her children from 
a gangster, life has been taken just as really as 
when a soldier dies defending millions of mothers 
and children. The fact that Nations and Govern- 
ment are imperfect again “begs the question.” 
They are imperfect, they always have been, and 
they always will be as long as fallible human beings 
provide that Government. The question before 
us now is not wars in the abstract but this war in 
particular. Lawlessness is admittedly arrayed 
against Law and Order in this War. Not “Perfect” 
Law and Order but the best our civilization has 
thus far produced. We are not dealing with the 
“abstract” but with the “actual’’—the only world 
and the best civilization that World has achieved 
to date, imperfect though it may be and is. 


I repeat—if you and I may protect our loved 
ones in our own homes by the use of physical force 
then I believe it is inescapable that we may defend 
our Nation and support our armed forces to that 
end. Inescapable logic says so! 

But what does the Bible say? 

Before approaching this question we must first 
answer yet other questions. What is the Bible? Is 
it the Old Testament? Or, is it the New Testa- 
ment? Or are both the Old and the New Testa- 
ments combined in their entirety? Or is it that 
part of the Old Testament and/or the New Testa- 
ment that “commends itself to our spirits” as being 
the inspired and authoritative Bible or Holy Scrip- 
tures? Space forbids that we deal here at length 


with this last question. If we answer it ‘‘yes’’—then 
we have no common Bible, as each man will find 
a different Bible from the deep and earnest and 
Godly Theologian to the thoughtless God-less out- 
law. We will have hopeless doctrinal chaos. His- 
toric Christianity will be no more. If God has 
spoken His will in His Holy Word, then whether 
my imperfect or sordid soul finds that it “com- 
mends itself to my spirit” or not, it still remains 
His Holy Word. My imperfections or my spiritual 
inabilities or my unwillingness to seek His will 
does not change the fact that it is His Word! 


The Old Testament is clear on the issue here 
discussed. According to the Old Testament a Chris- 
tian may engage in a just and necessary War. 
Beginning in Genesis and extending throughout its 
pages the Eternal God again and again orders, 
directs, and blesses His people in their just and 
necessary Wars. In fact, some of the cases spe- 
cifically set forth are appalling in the severity of 
God’s judgment executed by War! In Gensis 14:17, 
Abraham pursues the King of Elam, destroys his 
armies, rescues Lot and is blessed by Melchizedek. 
In Deutronomy 1:6-8, God orders Israel to launch 
a War of Conquest for the “land of promise.” In 
Deutronomy 3:3 Israel is instructed by God to 
literally exterminates the King of Basham. In 
Exodus 17:8 Israel wars against Amalek, Aaron 
and Hur hold up Moses’ arms (in apparent suppli- 
cation for his forces) and Israel is given God’s 
blessing and success. In Joshua 6:2-3 God gives 
this great military General the details of the cam- 
paign to capture Jericho. In Judges 6:12 Gideon 
is called by God to make War against the Midianites 
and in Judges 7:2 God gives Gideon the detailed 
strategy for his night attack. In I Samuel 15:2-3, 
God orders Saul to declare war on the Amalekites 
and to exterminate them! And so on and on and 
on through the Psalms and Prophets of the Old 
Testament. The Old Testament is clear—it sets 
forth in detail God’s specific approval of just and 
necessary Wars. 


But some elect to concede this obvious truth as 
to the Old Testament but declare that the New 
Testament overrides and repeals the Old Testa- 
ment on this important subject. Such philosophy 
and reasoning is exceedingly dangerous. Christ 
did not approve such thinking. He specifically spake 
thereon in His great Sermon on the Mount, so 
often cited to sustain this dangerous thinking. We 
must not confuse His abrogation of man’s tra- 
ditions in governing the Jews with God’s declared 
acts, orders, and judgments. Of these—God’s Laws 
and Decrees — Christ declared that one jot or 
tittle would not be removed until each was 
fulfilled. That’s what He said! Remember, moral 
terpitude or wrong is not bounded or in essence 
changed by “Time.” Sin is sin whether in the Old 
Testament or the New Testament. Romans de- 
clares that man’s sins in ignorance are dealt with 
by God less severely than conscious and en- 
lightened sins. But they are still sins! Also, we 
should note these are man’s sins in ignorance. The 
Old Testament as cited above declares God’s actions 
and orders. This becomes doubly dangerous ground 
should fallible man elect to sit in judgment on 
God’s acts! 


_ We are all familiar with the perplexing passages 
which sometimes would seem to conflict with the 
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Old Testament cited above. Is not our safest ap- 
proach one that would show harmony between 
the two Testaments rather than discord, leaving 
the perplexing passages which appear to sustain 
discord until by God’s Grace we can perceive the 
complete harmony of it all? Surely this seems to 
be the safer and wiser course! The Old Testament 
passages are clear and specific. Let us go slow 
to declare that they are in error or out of date. 


But what does the New Testament say? It re- 
peats the 6th Commandment—“Thou shalt not 
kill.” A flood of light falls on this mandate when 
we are told by our recognized Hebrew scholars 
that the Hebrew word used for “kill” in the de- 
calogue is our word for “murder”! What a world 
of difference that makes! In Luke 3:14 the sol- 
diers came to John the Baptist. He did not tell 
them to stop being soldiers but to be good soldiers. 
In Matthew 8:5, the Centurian—a professional sol- 
dier—came to Jesus about his sick child. Christ 
no where is recorded as criticising his profession 
or suggesting that he change it. He cured his child 
and declared of his faith that He had found none 
such in all Israel—a professional soldier! In Acts 
10:1 another Centurian—professional soldier— 
sends for Peter. Peter has his vision. Peter went 
to this soldier’s home whose family is brought to 
Christ. No mention is made of criticism of his work 
or suggestion that he change it. In Matthew 5:39 
we are told that if our adversary smite us on one 
cheek we should turn the other. But in John 18:23 
where the high Priest’s Officer at the trial smote 
Christ wantonly and unjustly on one cheek there 
is no record that He turned the other. On the other- 
hand, he demanded “why smitest thou me! In the 
light of the Old Testament and of Christ’s declared 
act, might not OUR “other cheek,” superficial in- 
terpretation be in error rather than GOD’S WORD 
be in error! In Matthew 13:1-4 Christ said for us 
to “render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s 


* * *” Here Caesar surely represented the im- 
perfect human agency divinely appointed to govern 
our earthly journey until time is completed and 
Eternity begins. In Revelation 19:11, it is declared 
that Christ doth righteously judge and “make 
war.” In John 2:15 we have the unequivocal declar- 
ation that Christ used physical force to cleanse the 
temple. 


It is said “(Can you imagine Christ shouldering 
a musket?” The Apostle Paul could!! In 2nd 
Thess. 1:7-8, he describes Christ “in flaming fire 
taking vengeance on them that know not God and 
obey the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Throughout the New Testament war terms and 
war similes and war illustrations are used by Christ 
and the Apostles. If all wars for all contestants 
were sinful and wrong would this be? Do our 
Ministers use illustrations and similes and terms 
of bawdy houses or gambling dens or liquor dives 
through their sermons without then and there con- 
demning them? Brethren this just doesn’t happen 
nor would. Christ and the Gospel and Epistle 
writers so use war terms to illustrate their points 






without condemning war if it was ALL wrong and 
ALL bad. 


Again (beside the point perhaps but an interest- 
ing thought to me) we tell Mr. Hitler and his 
cohorts that “if you shoot innocent hostages, in- 
vade helpless countries, and jeopardize our God- 
given rights, we are going to kill you.” This means 
thereby Mr. Hitler loses a few years of human 
existence and by his own acts he brings this on 
himself. Christ says to the sinner: “If you refuse 
to accept Me as your Saviour, you will be cast into 
Hell forever!’ In each case the recipient has in- 
voked his own judgment. How much greater is his 
lost in one than in the other—a few years of 
“Time” versus all “Eternity” in hell! Dare we call 
either of these judgments “wrong”’! 


Finally, brethren, in declaring, as was recently 
publicly stated by one of our leading ministers, 
that “there never was and there never will be a 
war that is not an un-Christian act’? we are making 
a very heart-breaking statement! Our boys by the 
Law of the Land are called to be soldiers. If they 
refuse, they are disgraced as deserters or “branded” 
unjustly, in case they are sincere “conscientious 
objectors.”’ Their mothers and fathers whose hearts 
are already bleeding are thereby told that their 
sons are in mortal jeopardy, dong an Un-Christian 
act when fighting for their homes and native land! 
Our young men are thereby almost forbidden to 
take Christ with them for comfort and strength— 
they are engaged in an “un-Christian act!’ We, 
the Officers and Ministers of the “Southern Pres- 
byterian Church” have declared our acceptance of 
and allegiance to a Confession of Faith which 
specifically declares that as Christians we may 
engage in “just and necessary Wars!” (West- 
minister Confession of Faith Chapter 23 Par. 2.) 


This is a vital question, and Honest and earnest 
hearts sincerely differ thereon. Honest and earnest 
as our pacifistic convictions may be, in God’s 
name let us re-examine these convictions for the 
sake of our own vows, for the sake of the mothers 
and fathers whose boys are now or soon will be in 
our armed forces, and for the sake of those lads 
who today dare to die for you and for me and for 
all men who love home and freedom and the right 
to worship God according to the dictates of con- 
science! Let us not blur today’s issue with an 
“abstract” question. We are now in this war. If 
there ever was a “‘necessary and just” war—against 
aggression, wanton and substantiated and admitted 
atrocities—it is this war! Those of us who were in 
the last war know how horrible war is. War has 
always been horrible from the days of Abraham 
and Joshua down to this very date. The “Church” 
as such is neither a military “recruiting agency” 
nor “bond salesman’. Surely, however it is her 
privilege and duty in days like these to comfort 
and strengthen the heavy and sorrowing hearts in 
her midst and earnestly to invoke God’s forgive- 
ness for our sins and God’s blessing on our leaders, 
our boys and our cause in the deadly conflict. Fail- 
ing in this she will have indeed grievously failed! 
Our Nation is not guiltless by any means. Neither 
was Israel guiltless when God blessed their wars 
and when He used the heathern to punish them 
again and again by means of war. May our prayer 
be that He will purge us and lead us as individuals 
and as a nation to our knees and that it may be 


His will that He will give us victory—soon! 


*Elder of Myers Park Presbyterian Church, 
Charlotte, N. C.. Ce ae 
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Conversion And The Pulpit 


By Thomas C. Pollock* 


The General Assembly has set before us as our 
major objective this year the salvation of men. To 
be successful, this must be more than an objective. 
It must become a passion with the pastors of our 
Church. We must be able to say, “My heart’s de- 
sire and prayer to God is that they be 
saved.” 


Necessity Of Conversion 
Must Be Preached 


The atmosphere today is not fovorable to con- 
version. The strain of war is upon us. Our time 
and our energies are focused on the defeat and 
overthrow of a demonic slavery that would destroy 
justice and truth and exalt falsehood, that would 
dethrone Christ and enthrone Satan. 


Then we breathe in the atmosphere of liberalism 
that knows nothing of conversion. The winds that 
blow through the studies of the pastors of today 
are not wild hurricanes of blasphemous denial of 
God, but the soft gentle zephyrs of a plausible 
liberalism that is too good and too sentimental to 
even think that they are lost and in danger of 
judgment. 


If men are to be converted to Jesus Christ, 
preachers must preach the necessity of conversion. 
We must preach the gospel of salvation which 
Jesus taught and which we find in the Bible. We 
must preach that mer are lost in sin and that 
except they repent they shall perish. We must 
preach that “except a man be born again he can- 
not see the kingdom of God.” We must preach 
that “the wages of sin is death but the gift of 
God is eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


False Hopes Must Be 
Swept Away 


If people are to be converted, then preachers 
must sweep away the false hopes in which un- 
converted men are peacefully sleeping the sleep 
of death. These false hopes are many. Environ- 
ment is one. Many are resting in the assumption 
that because they live in a Christian community 

- and are surrounded by Christian people that they 
themselves are Christian. They deceive themselves. 
Environment cannot save them. 


Another refuge is the power of example. Many 
preachers preach as though all men needed was 
to have the example of Jesus Christ held up be- 
fore them. The example of our Lord is a mighty 
power for holy living, yet the example of our 
Lord will not convert the souls of men. Judas 
Iscariot looked for three years upon the life of 
Christ and knew Him in all life’s relations, yet 
he went to hell. 


Neither will the knowledge of the truth apart 
from the Spirit of Truth save the sinner. Ortho- 
doxy is good. There is no path of life that is for 
the fraction of a moment to be compared to that 
glorious path of truth that leads through the val- 
leys and up the mountains of that revelation of 
God which we have in Jesus Christ.; Yet the Bible 


teaches that a man may walk that path and live 
among the unspeakable grandeurs and glories of 
the truth of the gospel all his years and still be 
lost unless he yields his heart to the Holy Spirit, 
who has revealed that truth. 


These and other false hopes must be swept 
away before men will cry out, “What must I do 
to be saved?” The generation to which the 
preachers of today are sent to preach is a sleep- 
ing generation. They are drawing near to the 
breakers of eternity, and yet they are fast asleep, 
and dreaming dreams. 


It is the first duty of the preacher to awaken 
them. The loss of the soul is too serious a matter 
to let them drift with the current over the Niagara 
of death and of judgment. 


Two Great Motives For 
Converting Sinners 


Our Lord and the Apostles used two great mo- 
tives in awakening sinners and calling them to re- 
pentance. One was the motive of hope and bless- 
ing; the other was the motive of fear. Our Lord 
called men to come to Him saying: “Come unto 
me and I will give you rest.’”’ “He that loseth his 
life for my sake and the gospel’s sake shall find 
it.” “He that believeth on me though he die yet 
shall he live.” 


But our Lord used fear also to turn men from 
their sins. Our sophisticated generation has been 
in the habit of decrying fear as a motive of action, 
and it has hushed up many timid preachers from 
“preaching the terrors of the Lord.” We in 
America imbibed so freely of the wine of our 
wishful thinking that we became “silly-drunk,” 
and said we would be afraid of nothing; then Pearl 
Harbor sent the chill of cold fear into our souls. 
Now under the spell of that fear we have begun to 
acquit ourselves like men, and have started on the 
path that leads to national salvation. 


Conversion A Matter Of 
Life And Death 


Our Saviour was never too soft or too senti- 
mental to neglect to make the right use of fear in 
the conversion of men. He said, “Except ye re- 
pent ye shall all likewise perish.” He said of one 
who refused to repent, “Cast him out into outer 
darkness.” He declared that at the last day He 
will say to some, “Depart from me ye cursed.” 
The sharpest words concerning the consequences 
of sin that have ever been uttered have come from 
the lips of Jesus Christ. “He that hath ears to 
hear let him hear.” 


Let the preachers of the United Presbyterian 
Church learn more deeply than ever before that 
the conversion of the soul is a life and death 
matter in the eyes of Jesus Christ. It must be 
also in our eyes. ‘‘Come, come, for all things are 


now ready.” —The United Presbyterian. 
*Moderator of the United.. Presbyterian 
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Baptism 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D.* 


The Bible Mode Of Water Baptism 

Are we not impressed with the simplicity of the 
Bible language about water Baptism? No physical 
preparation had to be made for the ceremony ex- 
cept once—that of Saul of Tarsus. He was told to 
“arise and be baptized” (Acts 22:16), and he 
“arose and was baptized” (Acts 9:18). That is the 
whole record of the ceremony. 

There is no suggestion nor intimation anywhere 
in the Bible that clothing had to be changed, nor 
of any inconvenience of wet garments (even out 
on the desert road to Gaza). In a jail, about the 
Jordan, around the house in Jerusalem containing 
the upper chamber, in the home of Cornelius, by 
a river’s brink in Philippi, out on a desert road— 
whenever and wherever water baptism was needed, 
twas administered without delay and with no “‘fuss 
and feathers”. Does not this fact argue strongly 
as to the simplicity of the ceremony? Does not 
the cumbersomeness and unweildiness of immersion 
seem utterly repugnant to, out of keeping with 
the simplicity of the record? 

To ascertain the mode of baptism in Bible usage, 
let us look first at some synonyms of the word 
and then at some examples of water baptism, all, 
of course, taken from the Bible. 


a. Synonyms. 

The Bible identifies baptism with water with 
ceremonial purifying or cleansing with water. The 
New Testament uses water baptism and ceremonial 
purifying or cleansing with water in such close 
conection that their identity cannot be doubted. 
The following references will make this clear John 
3:25-26; Luke 11:38-39; Lev. 14:49-52; 18:19; 
Num. 8:7; 19:9-21. Since baptism with water was 
identical with ceremonial purifying or cleansing 
with water in both the Old and New Testaments, 
the Bible mode of such purifying or cleaning must 
be the Bible mode of water baptism. This cere- 
monial purifying or cleansing was always and 
invariably by sprinkling. 

It is no accident that the verb “sprinkle” (in 
various forms) occurs forty-one times in Exodus, 
Leviticus and Numbers, and six times in Hebrews. 
The verb “immerse” never occurs in the Bible in 
any of its forms. 

All Bible students recognize in the ninth chapter 
of Hebrews a summary of some of the practices 
which are described in Exodus, Leviticus and Num- 
bers. In Hebrews 9:10, the Greek baptismois, bap- 
tizings, is translated by the English word ‘“wash- 
ings’. These “washings” (baptizings) can be no 
other than the sprinklings described in the Olid 
Testament books named. Since these “divers” 
baptizings were all performed by sprinkling, we 
have here the Bible’s explicit designation of sprink- 
ling as the mode of baptism. 

Mark 7:4 reads: “When they come from the 
market, except they wash (Baptize), they eat not. 
And... they... hold... the washing (baptizing) 
of cups and pots, brazen vessels and of tables (or 
couches).’”’ This ceremonial cleansing of people 
after a trip to the market, and of tables (or 
couches) is called “baptizing” in the Greek (see 
the margin of the American Standard Revision). 
This was performed by sprinkling, as shown by 
Numbers 19:18: “A clean person shall take hyssop 
and dip it in the water and sprinkle it upon the 
tent and upon all the vessels, and upon the 





persons.” 

If Numbers 19:18 (and other similar practices) 
were not the precedent, the original, of Mark 
7:4, where did such baptizings originate? How 
else can their existence as a Jewish custom be ex- 
plained? The fact of the practice of sprinkling 
water as the precedent of water baptism proves 
that the Bible mode of baptism was sprinkling. 

The margin of Mark 7:4 in the American Stand- 
ard Revision records: “Some ancient authorities 
read “sprinkle themselves” instead of baptize 
themselves. When some ancient copyists substituted 
“sprinkle” for “baptize”, they showed the identity 
in mode of the two words. 

Since ceremonial purifying or cleansing with 
water was invariably done by sprinkling in the 
Old Testament, any change of that mode in the 
New Testament for the same ceremony would 
surely be described and explained. There is no 
suggestion or intimation anywhere in the New 
Testament of any command to change the mode. 
Then there is no escape from the conclusion that 
a ceremony which was not changed in its char- 
acter, its nature, nor its signification as it passed 
from one dispensation to another, could not have 
been changed in its mode in silence—it must still 
be by sprinkling. 


b. Examples. 
1. John’s Baptism. 


John was a Jew. He was baptizing Jews—a 
nation intensely scrupulous and zealous about the 
letter of the Law and the things thereunto apper- 
taining. The Jews identified water baptism with 
ceremonial purifying, as has been indicated. 

Suppose John had attempted to introduce some- 
thing absolutely unknown to the Law (for in- 
stance, immersion), would he not have given or 
alleged his authority therefor? Without some such 
showing that was sufficient, those Scribes, Phari- 
sees, and Saducees—always jealous of another’s 
popularity—would have hounded John as later 
they hounded Paul, especially when John used of 
them such a harsh and offensive phrase as 
“generation of vipers’ (Matt. 3:7). The worst 
they could say of him was: “He hath a demon”’— 
Matt. 11:18). Since John claimed no new revela- 
tion, and since there was no protest against his 
mode of purifying the people, there is only one 
conclusion possible—he was acting in accordance 
with the Law and prophecy; he was baptizing the 
people by sprinkling them with clean water. 

Can John Be The Messiah? 

Moreover, they were expecting their Messiah, 
and they actually thought John was he. Why? 
Did not Isaiah say of the Messiah: “He shall 
sprinkle many nations’ (Isa. 52:15)? John was 
preaching the baptism of repentance for the re- 
mission of sins and must have been sprinkling 
clean water upon the people. This seemed a ful- 
fillment not only of Isaiah (just quoted) but also 
of Ezek. 36:25-27: “I will sprinkle clean water 
upon you, and ye shall be clean; from all your 
filthiness and from all your idols will I cleanse 
you. A new heart also will I give you and a new 
Spirit will I put within you.” Was it not to this 
latter part John referred in Matt. 3:11: “He (the 
Messiah) shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit’? 
And was not John fulfilling the former part. 

We can thus understand the questioning by the 
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messengers of the Pharisees in John 1:19-25, wind- 
ing up with the amazed demand in the 25th verse: 
“Why then baptizest thou?” If John had been im- 
mersing people (of which the Jewish Law and 
Prophecy knew absolutely nothing), the question- 
ing by these messengers would be unaccountable. 
No immersion of anybody had been predicted. 
Since they were expecting their Messiah and saw 
John doing what had been foretold of the Messiah 
—sprinkling the people with clean water—it was 
natural to join the two things together. 


“Was It From Heaven Or Of Men?” 

This question about John’s baptism was asked 
by the Lord (Luke 20:4). If of men, then it may 
have been of men’s devising; it may have been by 
immersion. But if it was from Heaven (and we 
know it was), then it followed God’s plan. This 
plan is in type in many parts of the Old Testa- 
ment, and it is assuredly given us in prophecy in 
Ezek. 36:25 (“I will sprinkle clean water upon 
you’’). 

The verses following Ezek. 36:25 speak of the 
baptism with the Holy Spirit and the effect there- 
of. There is no mistaking a fulfillment at Pente- 
cost of the prophecy of Ezek. 36:27 “(I will put 
my Spiirt within you’’). Since the baptism with 
water was and is the type of the baptism with 
the Holy Spirit (as will be shown in the next 
article in this series ““The Holy Spirit and Water’’), 
verse 25 (“I will sprinkle clean water upon you”— 
this coming just before “I will put my Spirit within 
you”’, a statement which had fulfillment at Pente- 
cost) must have had some fulfillment just before 
Pentecost. Could it have been, in Bible history, 
other than John’s baptism? Then John’s mode of 
baptism could have been no other than that set 
forth in verse 25—sprinkling. “The baptism of 
John, was it from Heaven or of men?” 


2. Baptism Of The Lord Jesus. 

Reference has been made to the fact that a 
Jew, fulfilling Law and Prophecy, in baptizing 
Jews, would of course have complied with the 
Old Testament requirements. No other argument 
should be needed to assure Bible students that 
John, a Jew, did it in the only way known to Law 
and Prophecy—by sprinkling. The Lord Jesus (the 
Jehovah of the Old Testament) had given the di- 
rections to Moses, and we may be sure He com- 
plied with His own detailed and repeated com- 
mand about sprinkling. 


3. Other Baptisms With Water. 

To avoid unduly enlarging this article other 
Bible baptisms with water will not be dealt 
with in detail. However, whenever circumstances 
are given in the Bible, they all confirm sprinkling 
as the mode (unless it be the misleading translation 
“much water’’, which will be considered in a later 
article). For instance, the baptism of the Eunuch 
was on a desert road (Acts 8:26). The Philippian 
jailor and his family were baptized in the jail in 
the middle of the night (Acts 16:33). Saul of 
Tarsus was baptized “standing up”, after three 
days without food or water, and before food was 
given him (Acts 9:9-18-19; 22:16). No adequate 
facilities for immersing three thousand at Pente- 
cost (Acts 2:41) were available, and no mention 
was made of any difficulty connected with their 
baptism. See also the first two paragraphs here of. 

Do not the synonyms of baptism and the Bible 
examples of water baptism all prove sprinkling to 
be the Bible mode of baptism? 


*Pastor of the Sibley Presbyterian Church, Au- 
gusta, Ga. 


Mean Things They Said 
About Jesus 
By Rev. W. W. Sprouse, D.D.* 


What pastor or other church worker has not 
heard something like this: “I’m not going back to 
that class, somebody said something mean about 
me.” One of the crosses the sincere servant of 
Jesus has to bear is having to deal with so many 
people who wear their “feelings” on their sleeves, 
are constantly being offended. They pray today 
and pout tomorrow. They think they are so inde- 
pendent when they threaten to “quit”, “resign”, 
Most every church has its share af such, in the 
session, the diaconate, the Auxiliary, the Sunday 
school. During the last twenty-six years I have had 
the privilege of preaching in ninety-one evangelis- 
tic meetings in fifty-five churches in three states, 
and I heard of so many with tender feelings. I 
shall never forget hearing an English minister say 
at Massanetta, “Its easy to resign, anybody can 
resign. What if God would resign?” The heartaches 
they do cause! 


Some years ago when a fresh tale of hurt feel- 
ings in a Sunday school class came to me it set 
me to thinking of the mean things they said about 
Jesus. Not imaginary things either, as so many 
reports in the church are. I thought of how Jesus 
bore them. Did He threaten to “resign’’? I went 
to the four Gospels and listed all these mean 
things in order, grouped; ugly, spiteful, untrue 
things. 

“He Is A Blasphemer” 

“And behold, certain of the scribes and Phari- 
sees said within themselves, This man blasphemeth.” 
Mt. 9:3. Mk. 2:7. Lk. 5:21. When He healed the 
paralytic. “The Jews answered him, For a good 
work we stone thee not, but for blasphemy.” 
Jno. 10:23. At Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem. 
“He hath spoken blasphemy.” Mt. 26:65. Mk. 
14:64. At His trial. 

Webster defines “‘blaspheme’’, which comes from 
the Greek “blasphemeo’’, as follows: “To speak ot 
or address with impious irreverance; to revile im- 
piously a sacred thing. In Jewish Law, Cursing or 
reviling God or the king, who was God’s representa- 
tive. Indignity offered to God in words, writing, or 
signs; act of claiming the attributes of God.” 


So the Jews accused Christ of claiming to be 
God, thus wickedly taking unto Himself attributes 
to which He had no right. That He was truly God 
does not relieve them of the guilt of charging 
Him with being a liar, an imposter, a fake. 
Jesus knew only too well how they looked upon 
Him, and how it must have cut Him to the heart 
to think His own blood believed Him capable of 
such deceit, could think of Him as speaking im- 
piously and irreverently of His loving Father. And 
yet did He “resign?” 

“He Is Beside Himself’ 

“And when his friends heard it, they went out 
to lay hold on him: for they said, He is beside 
himself. Mk. 3:21. Now this was said.by His 
friends, and is misunderstanding rather than mean 
criticism. He was so busy serving “they could not 
so much as eat bread”, so His friends thought He 
was a “religious crank”, “a fanatic’, just about 
“crazy”. And this lack of sympathy with His loving 
heart hurt Him deeply. They could not understand 
any one being too busy serving humanity, and the 
Father, to eat. And we don’t ofteti see it today. 
Have you not heard, “What a pity to waste that 
fine young life in Africa.” 
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“He Is A Glutton And A Winebibber” 

“Behold, a gluttonous man, and a wine-bibber, 
a friend of publicans and sinners!” Lk. 7:34, said 
Jesus they said of Him. When He feasted with Levi 
and friends they asked, “Why eateth your Teacher 
with the publicans and sinners?” Mt. 9:11; Mk. 
2:16. When “all the publicans and sinners were 
drawing near unto him to hear him... both the 
Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This 
man receiveth sinners and eateth with them.” 
Lk. 15:1,2. When He accepted Zaccheus’ invi- 
tation, “. . . they all murmured, saying, He is gone 
in to eat with a man that is a sinner.” Lk. 19:7. 


His enemies meant to disparage, demean, abuse 
Him when they sneered at His mingling and eating 
with “sinners”, those whose sins they saw without 
seeing their own. We know this was His greatest 
glory; we make our hymns about it: “Christ Re- 
ceiveth Sinful Men.” He fraternized with them 
to win them to salvation, but His enemies charge 
Him with mingling with them to sin with them. 


They also called him a “glutton” and a “wine- 
bibber.” That is, He “ate like an animal’, and 
was a lover of wine, a_ tippler, yea, even a drunk- 
ard. This was the indelicate and insulting remark 
they flung at this noble Gentleman. They called 
this Man, Who came to save from the sins of the 
body, One who petted and pampered His own body 
in sinful indulgencies. “Birds of a feather’, they 
thought. How hard it must have been for Him to 
bear such unfair, untrue and mean taunts. 


“He Is In League With The Devil’ 


“But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, 
This man doth not cast out demons, but by Beelze- 
bub, the prince of the demons.’”’ When He healed 
a blind and dumb possessed man, Mt. 12:24; Mk. 
3:22. “But the Pharisees said, By the prince of 
the demons casteth he out demons.” When He 
healed a dumb demoniac, Mt. 9:34. “But some 
of them said, By Beelzebub the prince of the 
demons casteth he out demons.” When still an- 


other blind and dumb possessed man was healed. 
Lk. 11:15. 


His tireless enemies even go so far as to charge 
Him with being in league with Satan and using 
the “black art’? of the demons themselves. Their 
hatred blinds them to the inconsistency of their 
accusation. “If Satan also is divided against him- 
self, how shall his kingdom stand?” Jesus rent 
their argument to shreds, but their hatred re- 
mained. Think of Jesus coming to earth to fight 
Satan, and give His very life blood in that fight, 
and then being accused of deserting God’s cause 
and going over to the enemy. Accused of being 
a “Benedict Arnold”, a “Judas”. How that must 
have grieved His loyal soul. He was charged with 
having “sold out” to the devil. “She hurt my feel- 
ings.” Think of His “feelings”. 


“If they have called the master of the house 
Beelzebub, how much more them of his household,” 
was all He said to reveal His feelings, Mt. 10:25. 

_ “He Has A Demon” 
_ They did not stop with charging Him with being 
in league with the demons: they accused Him 
of being possessed with a demon Himself. This I 
believe to be the meanest and most horrible thing 
His enemies ever said of Him. 

“Thou hast a demon”, Jno. 7:20, said the multi- 
tude in Jerusalem at the Feast of Tabernacles. 
“The Jews answered and said unto him, say we 
not.:well. that thou. art a Samaritan, and hast-a 


demon,” at the same Feast, Jno. 8:48. And the 
third time, “Now we know that thou hast a 
demon,” Jno. 8:52. And even a fourth time at 
that Feast, “And many of them said, He hath a 
demon, and is mad.” Jno. 10:20. 


Davis Bible Dictionary says of demon possession: 
“Man was himself responsible for his hideous 
visitor. Probably not until a person was degraded 
and weakened by sin, personal or inherited, might 
he be taken captive by a demon.” Thus His enemies 
declared that Jesus voluntarily sinned to the ex- 
tent that a demon was allowed to control His 
life. He had given Himself over to the service 
of Satan, and was doing his hellish work. Con- 
sider within your hearts what such a blasphemous 
charge meant to His sin-hating and God-loving 
soul. What church member’s “feelings” have ever 
been so hurt? 


“He Is A Sinner” 

“We know that this man is a sinner’, said the 
Pharisees to the healed blind man, Jno. 9:24. A 
sinner is one who sins, loves sin, breaks God’s 
law. One who works against God, and for Satan. 
The unsaved sinner, and of course this is the kind 
they mean, is a lost soul, on his way to hell, ever- 
lasting punishment, unless he repents. Here sin 
claims to be virtuous, and charges virtue with 
being sin. How it must have cut Him to the 
quick, but He never fussed, nor fumed, nor 
“re-signed”. He left it with His Father to take 
care of His good name. 


“He Is Worthy Of Death” 

“What think ye? They answered and said, He is 
worthy of death.” The highest court of the Jews, 
the Sanhedrin, solemnly detlared their sentence. 
Mt. 26:66; Mk. 14:64. They meant He was a 
criminal, a law-breaker, a scoundrel, too mean to 
live. He deserved to be executed by the State by 
crucifixion, which is far worse than hanging or 
electrocution. Three times Pilate said “I find no 
fault in Him”, .. . “No, nor yet Herod’’, but they 
believe Him deserving of death. He knew He 
must die, but how differently from what they 
meant. They crucified Him with their tongues be- 
fore they did with nails. This also was part of 
His punishment for us. 

“He Is A Deceiver” 
‘, .. We remember that that deceiver said while 
he was yet alive, “After three days I rise again.” 
This is the last word His inveterate enemies, the 
chief priests and Pharisees, said of Him in the 
Gospels. This is their epitaph, not His. This was 
said to Pilate in urging him to “make the sepulchre 
sure”, Mt. 27:66. After this, scribes, Pharisees, 
Sadducees, Herodians, priests, Herod, Pilate drop 
out of His life, and are forever gone. During the 
forty day appearances not a single enemy saw 
Him, only friends. No enemy will see Him again 
until Judgment Day. They called Him a deceiver, 


‘but they were the deceivers: deceiving their own 


souls, unto death; and being deceived by the devil. 

He who was Truth itself must have felt keenly 
being called a liar, a deceiver, for of course He 
heard it in His Spirit, although His body lay in 
Joseph’s tomb. Some day we shall say our last 
words about Jesus. What will they be? This was 
their’s, “That deceiver’. This word can never be 
unsaid. It stands through all eternity. ' 

These are recorded “mean” things they said 
about our Lord. And beautifully He bore them, 
May His example make us very humble, 


. -*Steunten, Va: 
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Broadcasting Our Message 


By Samuel M. Zwemer, D.D. 


The Madras Conference has called attention 
again in its report and findings, but more especi- 
ally in the volume by Dr. Mott on Evangelism, to 
the primary task of the missionary. The Gospel is 
good news. That it is good we know by experi- 
ence; and that it is news we realize when we face 
the world of Islam. The heart of the Christian 
message is news to our Moslem brethren who know 
much regarding Jesus but deny the historicity of 
His death and its implications. Whatever be our 
method of approach in carrying this message 
across we can be sure that the example of Christ 
is supreme. 

There are three ways of telling your friend 
good news. You can send him the news in a letter, 
you can ring him up on the telephone, or you can 
run over and grasp his hand, and with joy in your 
own heart and beaming from your face, tell him. 

Christ chose the last (and best) way. The Jews 
had Moses and the prophets read in their syna- 
gogues every Sabbath and in these old documents 
the gospel message was found in symbol, and type, 
and promise: “Behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world.” The Jews had 
come from far and near and heard a voice crying 
in the wilderness of Judea, God’s long distance 
call, “repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” But they came to hear John the Baptist. 
Now the other John and his brother and the ten 
disciples with sixty more were sent out two and 
two (for two are better than one, Eccles. iv.9-12), 
to every city and place where Jesus Himself ex- 
pected to go. 

The harvest was ripe—the time was at hand, so 
the Master sent out His labourers—reapers. He 
chose the most direct, the most personal and the 
most natural way to spread the good news of the 
kingdom. The twelve apostles were symbolical of 
the twelve tribes of Israel; the seventy special mis- 
sionaries typical of the world-wide evangelism that 
was just ahead. In the tenth chapter of Genesis 
there is a catalogue of the nations in which the 
Jewish commentators count the total as exactly 
seventy. Christ was doubtless conscious of His 
universal mission. He was the light of the world. 
He had other sheep than those of the Jewish fold. 
The Son of man came to seek and to save the 
lost. His horizon was not limited to Palestine. 
When the Son of man returns in glory all nations 
are to stand before Him in judgment. Every man 
in need was His brother. His compassion went out 
to the multitudes and His love must reach out to 
the farthest as well as the nearest. 


Jesus knew the strategy of personal contacts. 
He wrote nothing. He sent no letters to rulers and 
leaders, as Mohammed did, asking them to accept 
His message and mission. He trusted to the human 
voice, had confidence in the human heart, and 
knew that truth would set the tongue on fire. 
“Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!” 
“- send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves”; 
without force, without finance, without machinery 
or organization. Little companies of men and wo- 
men, two by two, they scatter and tell their mes- 
sage and return with joy. So it was at the first; 
and so it was for two centuries. Silent as the com- 
ing of the day, irresistible as the rising of the 
tide, mighty with the majesty of the risen Christ, 
these humble folk did the deed that changed Pale- 


stine and the Roman world. It is the most stu- 
pendous revolution in history, of which we here 
see the beginnings. Professor Lecky confesses his 
astonishment in these words: “That the greatest 
religious change in the history of mankind should 
have taken place under the eyes of a brilliant 
galaxy of philosophers and historians, who were 
profoundly conscious of the decomposition around 
them; that all of these writers should have utterly 


failed to predict the issues of the movement they © 


were observing; and that during the space of three 
centuries they should have treated as simply con- 
temptible an agency, which all men must now 
admit to have been, for good or evil, the most 
powerful lever that has ever been applied to the 
affairs of men; are facts well worthy of medita- 
tion in every period of religious transition.” 


Today we too are in a period of transition fac- 
ing the same possibilities in India and China and 
the Near East. When we meditate on the miracle 
of the first century, and remember that it was the 
changed character of the men whom Jesus chose 
that is the explanation, we long for their suc- 
cessors. 

The men whom Jesus appointed were not chosen 
by chance when He sent them two by two. From 
the commission they received and the report of 
their return, we know their character, and some 
of their characteristics. How they fit in with 
present-day demands and necessary missionary 
qualifications! These men were first of all, like 
their Master, conscious of great and crying human 
need. They had a passion for service. They were 
so loyal that they were prepared to abandon all 
for their mission. To let the dead bury their dead, 
and not to look back when they had put their 
hand to the plough. Ready for a wanderer’s life, 
with pilgrim staff—and no place to lay their heads 
and call home. “No purse, no wallet, no shoes,” 
that is, Dervishes of God, Saddhus of the Kingdom. 


Again these seventy were men with such grace 
of personality and trust in human nature that they 
hoped for hospitality everywhere—their passport 
read, “Peace be to this house.” Their payment for 
gracious oriental hospitality was to heal the sick 
and bring the kingdom of God a little nearer to 
the heart and the home of the sorrowful and op- 
pressed. They were men among men, eager to make 
new friendships and yet unwilling to break old 
ones. They were not “to go from house to house,” 
but to abide and witness with a love that will not 
let go at the first rebuff. Nevertheless, they were 
men of iron, too, as was their Master. When men 
despised their message and drove them out, they 
were to depart, not by fleeing as guilty exiles, but 
in dignity as heartbroken ambassadors who have 
failed in their message of peace—shaking the dust 
from their sandal-less feet for a witness to those 
who rejected the Prince of Peace. It required 
moral courage to face a hostile world with a mes- 
sage of pedce—to speak a new language of the 
heart, to awaken the slumbering conscience and 
give strength to the palsied will. Nazareth and 
Capernaum was not in less need at that day than 
Corinth and Rome. It was the first mission. So 
they went and they witnessed and they returned 
from their tour of the cities and villages with the 
joy of victory. To them and to all their successors 
is this joy of the Lord—the joy of the harvest. 
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CHURCH NEWS 
By William C. Sistar* 

The Synod of Georgia, meeting in Athens, Ga., 
Sept. 22-24, heard the following resolution present- 
ed by Rev. Cecil Thompson, of Valdosta, and 
adopted it as follows: 

“Whereas our nation is engaged in a world-wide 
conflict that endangers all the national, social, and 
spiritual blessings that we enjoy; and, 

“Whereas our government is asking us all as 
citizens and pastors to do all we can to win this 
conflict by the sacrifice of men and possessions; 
and, 

“Whereas we are willing to do all we can and 
should as Christians to support our country and 
leaders to bring about the survival of all that we 
hold dear; and, 

“Whereas we find so many evil influences 
abroad in our country, particularly in and sur- 
rounding our hundreds of army and navy camps 
and defense areas, which are undermining the 
character and manhood of the very men whom we 
have given to defend our country; and, 


“Whereas we find especially that liquor, 
gambling, and immorality in other forms is reach- 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Great Women Of The Bible 


By Clarence E. Macartney 


Published By Abingdon-Cokesbury Press 
Nashville, Tenn. Price $1.50. 


Dr. Macartney is a fascinating painter of char- 
acter. He is vivid in portraiture and practical in 
application. His last volume, like his former ser- 
mons on Biblical characters, is delightfully read- 
able and richly suggestive. The author has the 
ability to go straight to the heart of a passage of 
Scripture and explain its meaning as it relates to 
one of the characters of the Old and New Testa- 
ments. Each woman is presented life-like and real 
in these sermons. These sketches are rich in both 
moral and doctrinal teaching. 


Two sermons stand out in this volume above 
the others, although the others are good preach- 
ing. The first is, “The Woman Who Married the 
Wrong Man.” What a warning to our daughters! 
Each unmarried young woman should read this 
sermon before she pledges herself to marriage. 
Dr. Macartney states: “The Bible would not have 
been the complete book that it is, had it not had 
a story of a woman who married the wrong man.” 
This sermon is built on the story of Abigail. 


The second sermon gives the opposite thought, 
and is entitled, “The Woman Who Married the 
Right Man.” The sermon is based on the mar- 
riage of Jacob and Rachel. The preacher states 
that Jacob is the greatest lover of the Bible. He 
added: “Jacob outsoars all the great lovers of 
history—Nero and Leander, Dante and Beatrice, 
Abelard and Heloise.” 


After reading these sermons one does not won- 
der why the distinguished author is in such great 
demand as a preacher. Dr. Macartney is loyal to 
the Bible, and has a message from it that he tells 
forcibly and convincingly. There is no famine of 
the preached word in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Pittsburgh. The -homiletic world is en- 
tiched with the publication of this volume. 

—John R. Richardson. 
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ing alarming proportions and is even allowed on 
the very grounds of these army camps: 

“Therefore, be it resolved by The Synod of 
Georgia meeting in Athens: 

“Ist. That we call upon our government and 
military leaders to remove these vicious and in- 
sidious things from these military and defense 
areas which are doing more to undermine and de- 
feat our efforts to win the victory than any other 
one thing; and, 

“2nd. That we seek through every agency at our 
disposal to arouse our communities and our church 
people to oppose as Christian citizens these vices 
of drinking, gambling, and immorality among our 
armed forces and own people in these days that 
— sober and serious living and thinking; 
and, 

“3rd. That we ask every pastor to so preach the 
Scriptures in these days that our people may not 
only be comforted but also be aroused and awak- 
ened to our unseen and deadly foes from within 
that seek to destroy the very liberties we are 
fighting to preserve, and that they may oppose 
them in a positive and Christian manner.” 


*Permanent Clerk of Synod. 





Untranslatable Riches From 
The Greek New Testament 


By Kenneth S. Wuest 


Published By Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. 


The title of this book may be misleading. It is 
possible to infer that it is written for Greek 
scholars, and exclaim, “No Greek for me!” It is 
necessary, therefore, to point out that this book is 
written primarily for the readers of the English 
Bible. The author has the ability to take the ori- 
ginal Greek text and extract fine points from it 
for the person without a knowledge of Greek. He 
clears up certain passages by careful translation 
and exposition. Here is an example based on 
I. Cor. 2:9-16. “But just as it stands written; The 
things which eye did not see and ear did not hear, 
and which did not arise within the heart of man, 
as many things as God prepared for those that 
love Him. For, to us God uncovered them through 
the agency of His Spirit. For the Spirit explores 
all things, yes, the deep things of God. For who is 
there of men who knows the things of the (indi- 
vidual) man, unless it be the spirit of (that) man 
which is in him. Even so also the things of God no 
one knows, but the Spirit of God (knows the 
things of God). But as for us, not the spirit which 
animates the world did we receive, but the Spirit 
who proceeds from God, in order that we might 
know the things which by God have been freely 
given to us; which things we speak, not in words 
taught by human wisdom, but in words taught by 
the Spirit, matching spiritual things with Spirit- 
taught words. But the man whose powers of ap- 
prehension are limited to the exercise of his rea- 
son, rejects the things of God, since they are fool- 
ishness to him. And he is powerless to know them, 
because they are investigated through the instru- 
mentality of the Spirit. But the man equipped by 
the Spirit, comes to an apprehension of all things, 
yet he himself is comprehended by no one. For 
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who knows the Lord’s mind, that he should in- 
struct Him? But as for us, we have the mind of 
Christ.” 

All Bible students especially interested in the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit will find this volume 
profitable. An excellent chapter is devoted to 
“Light from the Greek on the Ministry of the 
Holy Spirit.” No Christian will be guilty of loose- 
ness, vagueness, or inaccuracy of statement in re- 
gard to the person and work of the Holy Spirit if 
he reads this chapter intelligently. Every preacher 
and Bible teacher can use this illuminating and 
fertile book to great advantage. 

—John R. Richardson. 


> wee 
Paul’s Ways In Christ 
By Egbert W. Smith, D.D. 
Revell Publishers. Price $1.50. 


In reading ‘Paul’s Ways in Christ;” and not 
forgetting Dr. Smith’s past cardinal contributions 
in pen and voice to the Kingdom, one recalls the 
critical compliment of the governor of the feast at 
Cana—“Thou hast kept the good wine until now.” 

In this appraisal of the character and service of 
the “Greatest man since Christ,’ Dr. Smith, him- 
self a Christian Giant, has made a major con- 
tribution to the challenging and inspiring Christian 
literature sorely needed by our own generation. 

Saturated with apt quotations from the Word; 
calling men back to the great eternal simplicities 
of Christ in service and witness: this book with 
delightful clarity grips and stirs and blesses. As 
men accede to its winsome and strong appeal 
they will find their feet patiently pressing the path 
that leads up hill and that provides the Companion 
who is Himself the object of their quest. 

I must testify that my own soul was stirred 
deeply and my zeal quickened as I came face to 
face with the Pauline, Biblical, Christ-enjoined 
obligation to simple, constant, definite personal 
witnessing and Evangelistic and soul seeking 
preaching. 

I thank Dr. Smith for this classic with its clear 
call; and commend it to every minister and lay- 
man in our church whose souls burn within them 
whenever Christ talks with them by the way. 

Samuel Me. Ph. Glasgow. 
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The American Citizen 


In Government 
By Judge C. Ellis Ott 
Published By Pelican Publishing Co., 339 Caron- 
delet Street, New Orleans, La. Price $2.00. 


This book should be read by every American. 
It should be placed in every public school, and 
each student required to read and study its illumi- 
nating contents. In a day when the perpetuation 
of democracy is threatened, this book is a great 
boon. It should be not only in the school but in 
the home library. Here we have the essence of 
good citizenship packed into one volume. It is 
“good measure pressed down, shaken together, and 
running over.” This is such a book as one would 
expect from the author. Judge Ott is a distin- 
guished jurist and a highly esteemed churchman. 
As a lawyer and judge he is recognized in Louis- 
iana, where he is best known, as one of the ablest 
interpreters of the law in the South, possessing a 
legal mind with a marvelous power of analysis. As 
a Christian layman he is constantly called upon 
for counsel and special addresses. This work is 


learned, perspicuous, and tremendously practical] 
in application. The discriminating reader will not 
find a dull or unprofitable page in it. This volume 
would make a splendid graduating gift to high 
school and college students. 

—John R. Richardson. 


The Basis Of Millennial Faith 
By Floyd E. Hamilton 


Published By Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. 


With the shattering of the easy optimism of re- 
ligious leaders in America, and the overthrow of 
the false notion of automatic inevitable progress, 
there is developing a new interest in the second 
advent of Christ. The article in the Creed we 
recite each Sunday morning, “ .. . from thence 
He shall come to judge the quick and the dead,” 
is taking on new significance. All who are hon- 
estly facing the deeper problems of life and sin- 
cerely wrestling with theological truth, are be- 
ginning to realize that this tenet of the Christian 
faith must not be ignored. To all desiring a Scrip- 
tural, sensible, sincere, and scholarly guide to 
follow, your reviewer knows of no better than 
from the author of this little book. 

The author is a Bible student with fine judge- 
ment, and a missionary with a passion to exalt 
Christ. He comes to grips with a subject that is 
difficult to elucidate, and has caused much con- 
troversy, with penetrating insight and clarified 
exposition. The writer was at first a _ pre- 
millennialist because he thought a Christian had 
to choose between being a premillennialist or a 
postmillennialist. Since he had to choose one, he 
felt that premillennialism was more scriptural and 
accepted this view. Later he discovered the view 
known as amillennialism and he saw that instead 
of being forced to accept one of two views, he 
could accept one of three, and it seemed to him 
that the amillennialist view avoided the difficulties 
of both of the others. 

In his introduction he points out that, ‘the his- 
toric position of the Christian Church has been 
that no official pronouncement should be made by 
the church as a church on the millennial issue, 
and that members were to be allowed to hold any 
view they desired. That is the wise course for all 
Christians to follow in the fight against Modernism 
and the anti-Christian paganism of this modern 
civilization.” 

In the first chapter there is a paragraph that 
our church should continually bear in mind. Here 
it is: “The Christian Church has indeed differed 
as to the interpretations of the prophecies re- 
lating to the order of events preceding and fol- 
lowing the Second Coming of Christ, but as to 
the fact of His Coming again there has been unl- 
versal agreement among those who accept the 
Bible as the Word of God. Because of this unity 
of belief in regard to the Second Coming, and 
because there has apparently been room for sin- 
cere difference of opinion as to the way in which 
the prophecies concerning it are to be _ inter- 
preted, the church has almost universally refused 
to make such interpretatious articles of the creeds 
of the various churches. In other words, almost all 
evangelical branches of the Christian Church have 
left the individual Christian free to accept his own 
interpretation of prophecies concerning the Second 
Coming of Christ, and receive all those who be- 
lieve in the fact of the Second Coming, as Chris- 
tian brethren.” —John R. Richardson. 





